
 

 

for what they were—love letters, whose 
details of everyday life served to 
communicate one deep truth: I miss you, 
my life here is deeply linked with your life 
there, and when I see you soon—what a 
celebration that will be! 

This same deep longing and truth is 
conveyed to all of us in the multi-sensory 
vision given to John, and given to us as the 

book of Revelation. It is the communication 
that we, the Church, have received from our 
Beloved, Jesus Christ, and which we eagerly 
read, listening to his voice. Let’s turn there 
now, to the book of Revelation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discuss:Discuss:Discuss:Discuss:    

Describe a letter you have received that was 

memorable and favorable! 
 
If Jesus were to write a letter to you today, 
how do you think he might begin it?  How 
would he address you?  If he were reading it 
aloud, what might his tone be? 
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Read Revelation 1:1Read Revelation 1:1Read Revelation 1:1Read Revelation 1:1----3333    
 

Who initiates this communication?  For what purpose?   
 
 
 
 
 
Who receives the communication?   

 
 
 
 
Where do we fit in this?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
How are those who read it described? Why?  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
What does it mean to take something “to heart”? 
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Some translations begin, “The revelation from Jesus 
Christ…” and others begin, “The revelation of Jesus 
Christ.”  What are the nuances of each?  
 
 
 
 
Explore the “what” of the revelation—what is being 
revealed (v 1; also v 7 )?   

 
 
 
Given that what will soon take place is the return of Jesus, 
discuss “who” is being revealed.  Where is he now (see 
Hebrews 1:3, 10:12)?  What might “near” mean (v 3)? 
 
 
 
 
Read Revelation 1:19, “what is now and what will take 
place later”—how is part of this revelation not just about 
what’s to come but about the “now” of Jesus, how he’s 
relating to us in the present?  
 
 

 
 

    
Read James 5:7Read James 5:7Read James 5:7Read James 5:7----9999    
 

What two senses of the word “near” do these verses 
reveal?   

• If we think of “near” as closeness in time—Jesus’ return 
soon—how are we to wait for it, according to these 
verses? 

• If we think of “near” as closeness in space—Jesus 
present nearby—how do we look for Jesus to reveal 
himself now? 
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What does it mean to think of the fullness of the 
kingdom brushing up against us all the time, still 
hidden but very real, waiting for the curtain to be 
removed? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Read Revelation 1:4Read Revelation 1:4Read Revelation 1:4Read Revelation 1:4----8888    
 

How is Jesus described here?  How are we described?  
How is the relationship between us and Jesus 
described? 
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Note how the words “grace,” “peace,” and “love” (vv 
4––––5) describe God’s desire for us as we read the book 
of Revelation.  How does this affect how you’ll read 
the upcoming chapters? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
What happens if we misread this book—if we read it 
primarily as a warning, as “signs of the times to be 
analyzed correctly or else…”?  What impact does this 
(mis)approach have on our relationship with God? 
How does it affect how we live each day?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In contrast, what happens if we read this book as a 
word of grace and encouragement, offered in love?  
What does it do to our relationship with God? How 
does it affect how we live each day? 
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Read Revelation 1:9Read Revelation 1:9Read Revelation 1:9Read Revelation 1:9----18181818    
 

Usually Jesus is hidden from us, seated at the right hand of 
God (see Hebrews 1:3; 10:12, referenced on page 6).  
Here, in this vision to John, he is revealed.  Describe him.  
What parallels to Matthew 17:1––––8 do you see?  In both 
accounts, what is the viewer’s natural inclination upon 
seeing Jesus unveiled?  What does Jesus do in response to 
his disciples’ fear?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have extra time, you may want to look at Isaiah 6:1––––8, 
and compare with these verses in Revelation 1 and Matthew 17. 
 
From v 9, describe what it is like to be waiting for Jesus’ 
return.  What did “patient endurance” look like for John 
and the believers in the Roman Empire? What does it 
look like for us today?  
 

Think broadly—in our daily living, at home and in the 
workplace/culture around us, in our shared congregational 
worship…  What are we enduring? How do we do so with 
patience? 
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From v 10, when did John receive this vision?   
 
 
 

How does refreshing rest heighten our awareness of 
God? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How does corporate worship heighten our awareness of 
God? What does it reveal about the reality of his 
kingdom and his rule? How does it strengthen us in our 
life with him, helping us to endure with patience? 
 
 
 
 
 
What might it look like if we took a day each week that’s 
different from every other day—not just in our shared 
worship, but in what we do with the rest of the day? 
 
 

The phrase “the Lord’s Day” was most likely a reference to 
Sunday, the day of Christ’s resurrection and hence the day of 
the week when the church gathered to worship the risen Lord.  
As non-Jews increasingly became part of the church, the Jewish 
sense of Sabbath (previously Saturday) was itself transferred to 
Sunday as well, making the day (as far as was legally doable in a 
pagan culture) one of both rest and celebration (worship). 
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In this first chapter of Revelation, John describes his 
encounter with the ascended Jesus.  While most of us 
haven’t had this kind of strong mystical experience, there 
are ways in which Jesus makes his presence known even to 
us!  How have you experienced the presence of Jesus?  
How would you describe him?  What are some things 
about him that, when you see them or hear them, help 
you to recognize him, saying, “Oh, this is Jesus!”? 
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O Lord, give 

this love into 

my soul, that I 

may never 

more live nor 

breathe but out 

of a most pure 

love of Thee, 

my All and 

only Good.  Let 

me love Thee 

for Thyself, 

and nothing 

else but in and 

for Thee.  Let 

me love nothing 

instead of Thee, 

for to give all 

for love is a 

most sweet 

bargain… 
 

Dame  

Gertrude More  

 

The medievalists spoke of our ten senses: 
the five of our physical senses, and a 
corresponding five of our spiritual senses. 

In this last book of the Bible, God “reveals” 
what is hidden from our physical senses.  
We can grow in our awareness of this 
hidden-yet-close reality by nurturing our 
spiritual senses—noticing what it’s like 
whenever God’s presence is being revealed: 

feelings of grace, peace, deep love, 
reassurance from fear, light, even 
conviction that is wrapped in the safety of 
love rather than abandonment…   

In your patient enduring, learn to recognize 
the presence of God in Christ right 
alongside you, in the word of Scripture and 
in the presence of the Holy Spirit.  
Respond to the intimacy of this Triune 
presence with an unveiling of your own 
heart, open and responsive in love.   

    
Group PrayerGroup PrayerGroup PrayerGroup Prayer    
* Lectio Divina: Revelation 1:4b––––6  

For Susan’s explanation of Lectio Divina, 
please see page 111. 
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ReflectionReflectionReflectionReflection    
    

• Fine-tune your spiritual senses in the days ahead.  
Ask God to reveal the hidden world all around 
you, the Kingdom of God—and notice whenever 
you catch a sense of this world.  It might be a word 
or phrase that stands out in reading the Bible.  It 
might be something of stark sudden beauty that 
your eyes behold, or your ears catch.  It might be 
a light scent, wafting past, or the solid realness of 
something you touch.  Notice whatever God 
lightly draws your attention to, and stay present to 
God with it as long as you can. 

• At the end of each day, prayerfully think back over 
your day.  Note any occasions when your spiritual 
senses picked up on God’s presence.  You might 
recognize these by asking yourself: “When today 

did I feel grace?  Peace?  Love?  How might those 
have been God, very close?”   

• Come to the next lesson ready to share a God-
sensing with the rest of the group. 

 

PrayerPrayerPrayerPrayer    
    

Each day, pray Revelation 1:12––––18 in the slow, 
reflective, listening way with which we closed our first 
meeting.  Don’t try to make anything happen in this 
prayer, just sit with this image of Jesus, noticing who 
he is, and what it’s like to be in his presence.   
 

You may want to look at artwork of the Transfiguration 
while you sit with this image; for example, see Christianity 
Today’s webpage with artwork of the Transfiguration, 
particularly:  www.christianitytoday.com/ct/special/     
transfiguration/2.2.html 
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